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Message from Professor M. Shridhar
The University of Michigan—Dearborn

[ am quite surprised that Dr. Kimura is retiring from Mie University after a long distinguished service. I
have been very fortunate as I have been collaborating with Dr. Kimura for more than 25 years in
developing new methods of analyzing and recognizing printed and handwritten documents. Before I
proceed further, it is my sincere hope that Dr. Kimura will continue to be active in research and
scholarship for many more productive years.

[ am going back to the year 1989, which I consider as my watershed moment, when I was serving as Chair
of the Electrical and Computer Engineering Department at the University of Michigan—-Dearborn. |
received a letter that was sent from Japan. Curious to know the author of the letter, I opened it and read
the contents. The letter was written by a young Dr. Kimura who was inquiring about a visiting position in
my department with an intent to continue his research in handwriting analysis and recognition, He had
also included his resume that listed all his projects and publications.

I read his paper on Modified Quadratic Discriminant Function (MQDF) and I proceeded to implement it
as a replacement for the Mahalanobis Quadratic discriminant function (another MQDF!). I was very
happy, when [ achieved a major improvement in recognition accuracy. I called Dr. Kimura on the phone
and to my delight, he spoke very clearly in English and this immediately resolved the issue of
communication. [ discussed with him, his expectations and I made an offer on the phone which he
accepted.

In the fall of 1989, Dr. Kimura came to UM-Dearborn as a visiting associate professor. After he was duly
settled, we agreed on research topics to pursue. As a first step we agreed to combine our two algorithms
to gain further improvements in the recognition accuracy. We wrote a paper which was published in the
journal of Pattern Recognition. This was our first paper that reflected our collaboration.

Based on this initial success, we invited Mr. Gilles Houle who was overseeing research and development
activities for the United States Postal Service. We specifically requested Mr. Houle to test our
recognition software with independently collected data from US mail pieces. Mr. Houle was impressed
with the performance and we were invited to submit a proposal for developing software to enable
real—time recognition of US mail pieces (flat pieces). Our proposal was successful and this was the
beginning of a long association with Dr. Kimura and his research colleagues. We initially received
$288,000 and the contract was extended every year with additional funds provided by USPS. Over a
period of five years we received nearly $600,000 from USPS>
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At my invitation, Dr. Kimura agreed to spend another year at UM—-Dearborn. Canon Inc. agreed to
support Dr. Kimura through a grant of $69,000.

After Dr. Kimura returned to Japan, I visited Mie University several times and my most recent visit was
in October of 2013 when [ spent three months as a visiting professor at Mie University. We have
continued to collaborate and honestly, I feel that I have benefited immensely with this collaboration.
Dr. Kimura is an outstanding researcher who translates analytic research into practical applications that
have major impact in pattern recognition and artificial intelligence. It is my intention to invite Dr.
Kimura to UM—-Dearborn and spend some time pursuing new frontiers in machine intelligence.

[ take this opportunity to wish Dr. Kimura and his family the very best as they pursue a more leisurely
life. However, it is my hope that Dr. Kimura will continue to be active in research and make further
contributions to document recognition.

Message from Professor UMAPADA PAL
Indian Statistical Institute

In my academic journey, | have met very few researchers of Prof. Kimura’s caliber and competence. A
person of international fame for his outstanding research contributions in the field of Pattern
Recognition and Document Image Analysis — his academic acumen has always mesmerized me. Though
we are acquaintances for a much longer period, our active research collaboration with his group got
initiated in 2004. Getting to work together on various research topics with him I have enjoyed his
involvement with the work and have observed his craving for quality research. Our research
collaboration gave us more than 40 research articles and most of them received a high accolade in the
community. During my visit to his research lab on the occasion of my JSPS fellowship I have also noted
his eagerness for teaching and came to know from his students in the university that he is an excellent
teacher as well apart from being a successful researcher. Not only a great scientist but I also found him
to be a great human being, his concern, hospitality and generosity towards his associates will be alive in
my memories for all my life.

There is an inevitable day in every researcher’s life “retirement”, however I strongly believe that by
virtue of Prof. Kimura’s contributions in the field of Pattern Recognition and Document Image Analysis,
he will be revered time and again. In my personal feelings this will be beginning of a new journey for him
where we might get to see him in an administrative academic role. I wish him very happy and colorful
days ahead from the core of my heart.
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36 [PF-pk2s] 2013 [PEsk27l 2015 55 44 59 14 29 16 | 217
37 |3Erk2e] 2014 [3Esk2s8] 2016 55 42 60 20 19 20 | 218

38 |ge27] 2015 |3ERk29] 2017

39 328 2016 [3ERk30] 2018
&t [ 1411 [ 1151 | 1308 | 565 | 458 289 | 5182
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HHEH | AFBFE | AFFE|ETE|ETE ([ HEEFE| AT A e
ANEH | G2 | (B | (T8 | (WE) | =X | IZdE| 7"
1 AR T [ 1995 [ ERRIO[ 1998 16 10 26
2 MR 8 | 1096 [ MEmRI1[ 1999 15 ] 23
3 SR 9 | 1997 [ERRI2 [ 2000 4 6 10
4 MER10 ] 1998 [MEmt13[ 2001 3 6 9
5 SERIL 1999 [ MERR14[ 2002 7 11 18
6 MER12 ] 2000 [ MERRIS[ 2003 9 9 18
7 MR13 ] 2001 [¥EREIE[ 2004 19 14 33
S Mepi14 | 2002 [MERELT[ 2005 10 10 20
9 MR 15 ] 2003 [MEREIS[ 2008 1 12 13
10 MR 16 | 2004 [ MERE1I9[ 2007 7 12 19
11 MERLT ] 2005 [ ¥ERR20[ 2008 3 ] 11
12 MR 18 ] 2006 [ YERE21[ 2000 4 6 10
13 MER19 ] 2007 [Y¥Emk22[ 2010 9 5 14
14 Mrpl20 | 2008 [ERk23[ 2011 7 5 12
15 Mepi21 | 2009 [ YERE24[ 2012 8 4 12
16 SERR22 | 2010 | SFEEk25[ 2013 8 9 17
17 Mepi23 | 2011 [ YERkes| 2014 6 3 9
18 SERR24| 2012 | SFEER27[ 2016 11 7 18
19 Neple25 | 2013 [ ERR28[ 2016 2 5 7

20 SERR26 | 2014 | FER29[ 2017

21 Nepl2r ] 2015 [ ERES0[ 2018

22 SEER2s| 2016 | FER31[ 2019
oEk 149 150 299
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